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ichard Lambertson has |
Bergdorf Goodman, :
Barney's. Goedl and

Why the people
behind the little

Geoffrey Beene on is design | 1},;0 hoxes decided
to start selling
leather purses

résumé, while John Truex can

vin Kiein Together they formed
Lambertson Troex, thedr haoury
handhag compary, in 1598 and

&r goods collection in Canada,
Nathalie Atkinson sat down
with the designers to 1slk

ment, is opposed to coming in
and saying here are our thrve
bags 10 five colours. We can't

heels, & Perott] ouff and an
Alada Jucket and ity complote-
ly wodern, or that same bag
oA Do Lo n chassbe walt with &
sennibie sult, that same bag
eeally Jooks very different. It

woes back, (o e, bo & wommany
personal style that gives that
bag for Bexibility.

Q Maat af the colloction, wizth
all the structured, simples |
shapes and frame handles, |
anemy to Nnger in a specifie |
period of American fushion,
the Late 19600 and Camelot era.
Lambertson That's always
been kind of our passion —
that period of clean, modarn
sportswenr. Ameries really
started spotrtawenr, it didn't
exist before. There's a cavanl-
ness that we've always kept
In the collection, and u sporty
quality. Our bags, wo work n
1ot on the functhon — we're et |
80 thrown by the trand or the |
“inapirstion from Morocoo®
or whatever. We roally stick
1o what services our clionty,
We've got bags for women w0
take 10 the offiee and we're not
embarrnased to lsuve bags that
wre working bags. Like John
said, a listle something for
everybody and they all have
that continuing Woe of elasake
of timaeloss.

Truex But that’s also very
fashion-forward, (th funny
that you bring up the ‘50x. To
mo that waas such & modern

about & cookbe-cutter bug that
everyons had, it was about a
bag that & wonan had, not &
groap of women. It just trans.
lates that way for me, looking
ut these Imugos, and also the
Mew of Jeopard print, which s
 big skgnature of ours

Lambertson And you can't
e something retro und just
copy It bocause it doosn't fit
rociety todny. We have cell-
phones, or everybhody wants
& bug that they can put thelr

coraputer in...

Teuex Yot wo'ro always o
apired by dotalls. One of our
first bugs, In 1008, was In-
spdrod by o Hethe pocket for lip-
stiek and a little pocket for o
mirroc in & viotage purse and
obviously, women don't neoss-
warily put Hpstick (n a pocket
any move but the kdea of fune-
tlon, that goes back 1o the
12500, ... We try to design begs
thst will acoesnorize a lot of
different looks and nothing’s
more thrilling, really, when
you see & Mare Jacobs runway
und he's doing pollea-dots and
hix colours are burgundy and
pesto, and our colowrs for fall
are burgundy and pesto, We
do have porfect bugs that will
20 and that's perfect, beoanse
wumen Hike to mix stories.

Q WYt your own company in
the laniw 1990 (¢ wan the haighe

and
Truex We were the complete
opposites!
Lamberison And that's what

Lambertson That's a very
good

question,
Truex In jowollory theee's the
specinlness of the material,

0o different about the special-
newn of the lenther
Lambertson | think It exact
Iy whaty¥ going on with ‘Wall
Streot and marching in front
of Rupert Murdoch's. Ity tak.
g o shot ut & certudo segment
of the population. Anybody
who cun afford a $39,000
backpack in crocodile is In
the 2% of the population, If
that, 80 It taking a shot st
rich poople in general, not the
fact that it alligator va. & dia-
mond, But It also semething
thats considered ordinary, so
why not buy one at Tharget for
$29.097 ... We used 1o have a
cuntomer in Chicagn whowould
cume i every senson with her
persunal shopper and her fur
Conta and we would esake ber
alligator bags to match ench
one. Thare aro peogle who huwe
alligator-<covered seats in thelr
Jetn, you just don't hoar wbout it
It sounds ridietlous, but ity no
Aifferent tian Kien Kaudashian's
dlamond.
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